
2017 Annual Fly Tying Competition for the North West Branch of 

the Fly Dressers Guild 

 

First of all can I convey my most sincere apologies for not having 

launched this year’s fly tying competition sooner.  As I outlined at our 

AGM in January my plan was to set a series of challenges throughout 

the year, reaching a culmination at our December meeting.  

Unfortunately due to very serious family issues and bereavements I 

have not had the time to dedicate to the competition. 

 

This year’s fly tying competition is being sponsored by Phil Holding 

and Fly Tying Boutique, www.flytyingboutique.com ,  01535 630113. 

    

Before I introduce this year’s tying challenge, I would like re-iterate 

my comments about the standards set by our members in last year’s 

competition.  You should all congratulate yourselves on the quality of 

flies that you tied for last year’s competition, a massive improvement 

on previous years.  I am sure that a lot of this is due to your hard 

work practicing and to the expert tuition that you have received from 

David and Eddie, a huge thank you to both of them for their efforts.  I 

have got to say that I am really looking forward to seeing the 

competition flies that you are all going to tie this year, I am sure that 

you are going set me a massive challenge judging them. 

 

I am going set you a series of flies to tie before our November 

meeting, this will allow me to place the entrants into two separate 

groups.  My reason for doing this is that a number of you are at 

various stages of the FDG Award Scheme and I would like to create ‘a 

level playing field’ where everyone will have a fair chance of winning 

http://www.flytyingboutique.com/


a prize.   There will then be two challenges set at the December 

meeting, where the final winners will be selected. 

This year I will be looking for two samples of each fly to be tied.  They 

will be judged on overall impression, material choice, neatness, 

proportion and how the two sample flies match. 

  

 When the flies have been judged I will be more than happy to 

discuss your entries with you on individual basis, provide you with 

advice as to exactly how I judged them and offer guidance (if 

required) as to how to improve them. 

 

HAPPY TYING AND GOOD LUCK!!!! 

 

Fly 1: 

 



Quill Pennell 

Hook   Wet fly size 8 - 14 

Thread  Black, 70 denier or equivalent 

Tail   Golden Pheasant Topping 

Rear Body Stripped Peacock Quill, reinforced with either UV 

resin or head cement 

Front Body Peacock eye feather 

Hackle Black Hen 

 

Fly 2: 

 

Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear Spider 

Hook Wet fly 12 - 16 



Thread 70 denier or equivalent, colour of your choice, I have 

used red on my sample to act as a hot spot 

Tail Partridge  

Rib Gold wire, or small gold tinsel 

Body Hare’s ear/mask 

Hackle Partridge 

 

Fly 3:

 

Iven’s Brown and Green Nymph 

Hook 1x Long shank nymph hook 8 – 10 

Thread 70 denier or equivalent, brown or black 

Tail and Back Peacock herl 



Rib Copper wire 

Body Olive and brown Ostrich herl, wound together 

Head Peacock herl 

 

Fly 3: 

 

Treacle Parkin 

Hook Dry fly 14 – 16 

Thread 70 denier or equivalent, black or brown 

Tail Orange or yellow floss, or wool 

Rib Copper Wire 

Body Peacock eye feather 

Hackle Natural red game cock 



  


